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University of Economic Studies, Faculty of Economics, Bucharest, Romania                                                                                This article presents the arguments that can be taken into consideration in the decision of setting the conurbation assembly of Galati-Braila as a coordination area of the Southeast region. An important feature of the Galati and Braila cities is their location on the Danube-Rhine-Main Trans-European shipping artery, which may require the development of roads, including the construction of a bridge for crossing the Danube river, already proposed in the area between Galati and Braila, that can complete the road corridor of our country, as proposed in the Economic Cooperation from the Black Sea zone. The quantative research methodology used to demonstrate that the Galati and Braila cities have the potential to become the capital of the Southeast region of Romania is based on the systematic empirical investigation via statistical and numerical data that proved out to determine the fundamental social and economic interconnections such as: geographical location, natural and economic potential, administrative organization,  population, working and employed population, number of unemployed population and the unemployment rate, local units of industry, construction, trade and other categories, land and the main livestock species, GDP per country/regional/counties, education and learning, educational institutions, teachers and school attendance, hospital units and health medical staff, structure of the quality of life and public roads and railways. The statistical instruments and the associations used in the present research disclosed a causal relationship between the indicators of the two counties, which in many areas are complementary, so the purpose of the research has been attained, representing a strong argument that the political factors should envisage and take the necessary steps forward in establishing a new region capital.  Within the European Union’s policy, the region is an operational concept of the territorial politics. The present political system in Romania implements the European regional policy trends, but is seeking to implement differently the European concept. The proposed regional capitals, most of the times, prove to be a political or a group goal. The reality from the territory shatter the "dedication" of these non-administrative entities. If for the public institutions, more politicized, the proposed capital prove to be a convenient solution to follow, non-political environments, academic and business turn out to be closer to reality on the territory, in this way certifying the true core of these as premises of coordination centers. In the eight regions sketched in the draft regarding regionalization of the country, the Southeast region is located in the southeast of Romania, covering 35,762 sq km or 15% of the country's total area and is the second largest and consists of the following counties: Braila, Buzau, Constanta, Galati, Tulcea and Vrancea. The region encompasses all forms of relief: the Danube floodplains and the ones of Siret and Prut rivers, Baragan plain, Dobrogea plateau with Macin Mountains and much of the Carpathians and the Curvature Sub-Carpathians mountains. It is crossed by an extensive network of water: a part of the river and maritime Danube, Danube Delta, Siret, Prut, Barlad rivers with their tributary rivers, such as Ianca, Salt Lake, Brates, pools accumulations, many ponds and the entire Black Sea coast. But the prevalent relief is mostly compouned by plain with a continental climate. 

The natural and economic potential is important and diversified. The regional industry is the petrochemical, metallurgy, machinery, shipbuilding, construction materials, textiles, wood and glass industry. The processing industry is concentrated in the big cities and holds the first place in terms of income and employment rate of the population. The Agriculture is an important sector for the regional economy also. It has 2,325,122 ha of land out of which 1,828,527 ha is arable. The region has the largest area of vineyards and wine country melons (40.25%) and the highest production of grapes and wine products. It has a livestock sector that includes: 
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231,400 cattle (11.66% of the total), 907,434 pigs (16.94%) and 1,296,154 sheep (15.20%). The region ranks first at the national level in the production of specific products - grapes and sunflowers, beef, pork, mutton and wool and the second place for the cereal production. The region has a number of natural resources that, better capitalized, can play an important role in the economic and social development. The most important are the deposits of organic origin - oil, coal, amber, limestone, natural gas, granite quarries and minerals - salt, sandstone, clay, sand Cuarto, diantomita and gravel. A special resource is the sulphurous waters, ferruginous, chlorine and its therapeutic mud. The existence of the port of Constanta, seconded by Galati and Braila Danube ports, the latter being at very close range, and their links with the great ports of the world, can be used both to provide the raw material needed to develop the region's economy and to export goods produced in the region and in the rest of the country.  The most significant part of the population is concentrated in the cities, 55.09% but with a slightly decreasing tendency. The region comprises 35 cities and municipalities (10.94% of those in the country), 355 communes (12.41%) and 1447 villages (11.17%).  At the end of 2011, 2,806,204 people lived In those places, who reported to the territorial area of the region include 78.50% inhabitants per square kilometer which represents 13.09% out of the population. Out of the total population of the region, 1,433,630 million, respectively, 51.08% were women and 1,372,254 (48.92%) were males.  The region has two essential elements that favor the water transport: the Danube river, with the historical ports of Galati, Braila and Constanta, the largest port on the Black Sea and the fourth in Europe. The ports can provide all types of transport (road, rail, sea, air) and are equipped with warehouses and terminals for all types of goods.  
Galati and Braila counties, together can have the role of regional pole, as a result of their central position and their historical, economic and social role. They are situated in the middle of the South East, having on the one side and the other Buzau and Vrancea counties, respectively, Tulcea and Constanta. The distance between the residence of the Galati and Braila cities is 23 km and between the marginal limits is 12 km, the time required to go through this distance with a car at a speed of 75 km/h is only 12-15 minutes. The area between the two cities is plain and crossed by an upgraded county road and favorable for urban construction, industrial, trade, education, health and public administration, that could lead to the disappearance of these 12 km that separates the two municipalities residence of the counties. There are all possibilities to become a metropolitan area, an urban conurbation with the largest area and population in the country after Bucharest. The distances between this area and the other parts of the county capital cities of the Southeast region are: Buzau 133 km (1h 52'), Constanta 222 km (2h 46'), Tulcea 84 km (1h 40') and Vrancea (Focsani) 88 km (1h 20') and are the smallest distances to any other position.  

   The Galati city is documented at the end of the fifteenth century and is recorded in the middle of the sixteenth century on a map of Moldova drawn by Georg Bon Reicherstorffer, royal secretary, counselor 
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and commissioner (1526, 1527 and 1535) of Ferdinand I of Habsburg at the court of the Moldavian prince Petru Rares. In 1542, the Galati city was included in Braila Raiaua, occupied by Turkey in 1540 and ruled until 1829. In 1618, the Italian Giovanni Battista mentioned Galati as an important commercial and fishing port. Since the eighteenth century, Galati became the largest trading market in the Lower Danube and the most important center for the export of wood, cereals, honey etc, as confirmed by Dimitrie Cantemir in his Descriptio Moldaviae, in which he recalls: "... it is the most famous fair of all the Danube". Since that time, the great European powers opened vice-consulates in Galati to maintain a regular trade with the Latin countries. It may be noted that in 1838, out of 8.55 million francs, as the external trade of the entire country of Moldova meant, 5.95 million francs (69.59 %) were achieved through the Port of Galati. After the peace of Adrianople from 1829 and its transformation in Porto-Franco (1836-1883), the Galati city registered a much higher trade and economic development in 1841 becoming the second city of Moldova after Iasi. Between 1856-1945, the city of Galati was the center of the European Commission of the Danube. During 1950-1989, the city experienced an industrial, overall economic, social and cultural development that it wasn’t encountered in its entire history, becoming the third county in the country in this regard.   In present, throughout the region there are currently 35 cities and towns, 355 communes and 1447 villages distributed by counties as follows: 
                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                           Tabel no. 1 
The administrative organization of the Southeast territory in 2011 

 
INDICATORS 

 
U/M

 
România 

South-
East 

Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 

 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea 

 
Vrancea Cities and municipalities nr 320 35 8 5 12 5 5 d.c. municipalities nr 103 11 3 2 3 3 2 Communes nr 2861 355 101 82 58 61 68 Villages nr 12956 1448 320 475 189 133 331 

Data Source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional and county statistics - DJS Counties  Between the towns and the cities of the region there are national and European roads and between the communes there are upgraded roads. There are other transport options, though undeveloped enough, such as on the water or air.  Throughout the region are living 2,794,337 human souls, representing 13.09% of the total population and is spread over the counties in the region as follows:                                                                                                                Tabel no.2 
Southeast Region population, overall and on the compouned counties - 2011  

INDICATORS U/M Romania 
South-

East 
Region 

Galati+ 
Braila 

Buzau Constanta Tulcea Vrancea Total population thousand 21354.40 279434 959.80 477.22 724.28 244.10 388.94 d.c. - male thousand 10392.54 1365.54 469.75 232.66 351.40 121.20 190.53        - female thousand 10961.86 1428.80 490.05 244.54 372.88 122.90 198.41 of total-urban  thousand 11727.15 1536.06 570.47 195.77 502.84 120.46 146.52              -rural thousand 9627.25 1258.28 389.33 281.45 221.44 123.64 242,42 60 years and over thousand 2567.82 565.70 196.52 113.63 129.47 44.28 81.80 Internal migration balance number - -3454 -2279 -627 +631 -1181 +99 Density l/km square 90.90 78.50 105.70 78.70 102.40 28.90 39.00 The average length of life years 73.70 73.50 73.60 73.80 73.10 71.70 74.70 
Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics–author’s calculations  Galati and Braila counties together have the highest population density of 105.70 inhabitants per sq km, followed by Constanta with 102.40 inhabitants and is above the national average that has a density 
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of 90.90 people per sq km. The other components of the region's counties have a population density per sq km that are below the national average. The working population (15-59 years) from the two cities, owns 34.52% of the total area, and 34.73% the one that is over 60 years. The balance of the internal migration within regions was negative (-3454 people), mostly from Galati and Braila (65.98%), due to layoffs in the industry and the closure of many business units. Constanta and Vrancea counties had a positive balance of + 631 and, respectively, of 99 persons. Out of the total working population and that is the population aged between 15-60 years, at the end of 2011, the employed population from various economic and social activities was as follows:                                                                                                         Tabel no.3 
Working and employed population by activity of the national economy – year 2011  

 
    INDICATORS 

 
U/M 

 
Romania 

South-
East 

Region 

Galati 
    + 
Braila 

 
Buzau 
 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea 

 
Vrancea Active population thousand  9868.0  1130.5   353.3 192.4   324.2  101.1   159.5 Working population thousand  9138.0  1057.6   338.6 178.6   309.0    86.8   144.6 - în agriculture thousand  2612,0    327.2     97.4   72.9     63.8    30.6     62.2 - în industry thousand  1757.0    219.4     78.2   39.4     55.7    18.2     27.9 - în construction thousand    790.0      86.3     30.4     8.2     35.1      5.3       7.3 Trade andservices thousand  3979.0    424.7   132.6   58.1    154.4    32.7     46.9 

Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional and county statistics - DJS Counties  Out of the total population of the region only 40.45% was occupied in 2011, in different economic activities, and 55.89% of these were employed. Out of the total working population in the counties, Galati and Braila held 32.04%, followed by Constanta with 29.21% and the other three counties with a percentage below 15%. The highest percentage of employees is held by Galati and Braila counties together for 34.60% followed by Constanta 32.71% and other counties components with under 13%. The most part of the population is employed in trade and services activities, followed by agriculture, industry and construction industry. Galati and Braila counties, together, have the greatest employed population in industrial activities, 35.71%, the other counties have an average of 16.08% of employment population in such activities. In the sphere of trade and services, the highest percentage is held by Constanta county with 36.35%, followed by Galati and Braila counties, in one place, with 31.22% and the other counties of the region in the region with under 15%. 
 

    The number of unemployed population and the unemployment rate in 2011 in the South 
East Region was:  

 
                                                                                                       Tabel no. 4 

The number of unemployed population and the unemployment rate in 2011  
INDICATORS 

 
U/M 

 
Romania 

South-
East 

region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 

 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea 

 
Vrancea Number of unemployed persons No. 461.013 64.419 23.227 14.978 13.978 4901 8255 Unemployment rate % 5.2 5.8 6.8 8.0 4.3 5.8 5.5  d.c. women % 4.9 4.8 5.9 6.7 5.5 5.4 4.8 

Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics    Although there is a downward trend compared to previous years, Galati and Braila counties together have the highest number of unemployed people, of 23.227 followed by Buzau with 14.978 and  Constanta with 13.978 unemployed persons. The highest rate of unemployment is recorded in Buzau, 8%, followed by Galati and Braila counties, that have together 5.5%. Except Constanta county that has an unemployment rate of 4.3%, the region and each county have unemployment rates higher than that recorded at the country level. 
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The industrial restructuring that took place in the transition process, the prolonged economic crisis, the requirement of alignment with the acquis has led to an increased unemployment rate in the great working centers in the heavy industry (Galati, Braila, Buzau), and especially in small mono-industrial urban centers. Social shock of layoffs was reduced through the help of the housing construction activity, most private property around the large urban centres, seaside and other areas of interest. 
Local active units in industry, construction, trade and other units which operated and had employees in 2010 were: 

                                                                                                                          Tabel no. 5 
Local units of industry, construction, trade and other categories 

INDICATORS 
 

U/M 
 

Romania 

South-
East 

Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 

 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea 

 
VranceaTotal active units no. 829.170 56.387 16.922 8.946 20.541 4.048 5.870 with   0-9   employees no. 758.286 50.143 15.086 8.047 18.135 3.579 5.296 with 10-49 employees no. 56.117 5.121 1.525 718 1.999 391 488 with 50- 249 employees no. 12.617 962 313 155 354 67 73 with over 250 employees no. 2.150 161 58 26 53 11 13 

Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics  Both across countries and within its regions and counties, the most active units, 85-92% had between 0-9 employees. In 2010, the active units with over 250 employees represented,  both at the country and regional level and county components, only 0.20-0.30% of the total active units. In the Southeast region, the counties of Galati - Braila, together, represented the largest number of active units with more than 250 of employees, respectively 58 out of the 161 existing in the region. The specifics of the Southeast region are the disparities between the concentration of industrial activities and services: on the one hand, Galati-Braila in the center of the region and isolated complexes at the extremes of the region and Constanta, Buzau and Focsani, and also the specific areas with tourism and large areas of agricultural land, arable and vineyards.  In recent years, a reveriment of some industrial activities was observed, namely a stabilization process of the new enterprises on the large complex restructuring industrial platforms, such as textiles enterprises from Braila, metallurgical factory and shipyard in Galati, wood and glass processing enterprises from Buzau and the refinery from Navodari. 
Agriculture, as already pointed out before, is an important sector for the regional economy. Farmland, despite the application of excessive fragmentation of land law and numerous legal debate successions, are holding over 65% of the regions. From this activitity, over 40% of the population obtain income and the branch production contributes with about 16% to the region's GDP.  The agricultural potential of the region and of each component county are as follows: 

                                                                                                                                                 Tabel no. 6 
The land by use and the main livestock species in 2011  

 
INDICATORS 

 
U/M 

 
Romania 

South-
East 

Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 

 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea 

 
Vrancea Total area thousand ha 23.839,10 3.576,17 923,21 610,25 707,13 849,88 485,70 Agricultural area thousand ha 14.590,90 2.325,12 745,76 401,85 558,20 363,94 255,37 d.c- arable thousand ha 9.352,30 1.828,53 643,49 258,64 484,15 294,04 148,21      -grassland thousand ha 3.277,70 327,45 75,41 89,04 58,69 60,60 43,71      -hayfield thousand ha 1.553,50 62,56 0,66 28,91 - 0,06 32,93      -live nurseries thousand ha 211,30 85,06 23,83 14,54 11,56 8,20 26,93      -orchards thousand ha 196,10 21,52 2,37 10,72 3,79 1,01 3,62 Cattle   heads  1.984.000     231.400   70.971   55.148   31.907   29.370    44.004 
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INDICATORS 

 
U/M 

 
Romania 

South-
East 

Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 

 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea 

 
Vrancea Swine   heads  5.356.000     907.434 417.313 143.986 103.013   98.288  144.834 Sheep   heads  8.526.000  1.296.159 408.534 213.702 271.086  268.865  133.982 Goats   heads     590.000    307.922       90.391   43.667   80.796    60.960    32.108 

Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics DJS  Galati and Braila counties together, with their 923.210 ha of land, have the largest agricultural area in the region, 25.82%, followed by Tulcea  with 23.76%, Constanta with 19.77%, Buzau with 17.06% and Vrancea with 13.59%. The livestock sector is the most  developed, the two counties together have a greater number of heads of cattle, pigs, sheep and goats, which can potentially ensure good and constant crops. Having a GDP of 56339.31 million Ron, the Southeast region contributed in 2011 by 11.0% to the country’s GDP.                                                                                                                             Tabel no. 7 
GDP per country, regional and counties in 2011 

    
   
INDICATORS 

 
U/M 

 
Romania 

South-
East 

Region 
 

Galati 
    + 
 Braila 

 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 
 

 
Tulcea 

 
Vrancea 

Gross Value Added million ron 466.337,0  50.268,4     -        -      -       -        - GDP million ron 523.693,4  56.339,3 17.186,5  7.720,7 21.183,4   4.401,1   5.747,6 GDP per capita ron   24.435,9  20.076,8 17.781,9 16.077,3 29.267,1 17.897,9 14.746,2 
Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics 

  Galati and Braila counties together have contributed to the regional GDP with 17186.5 million ron (30.5%), Constanta county with 21183.4 million ron (37.6%). The other three components of the region's counties have contributed to the regional GDP with 10-15%.  Every inhabitant of the region has contributed to the GDP with 20076.8 ron, compared with 24435.9 ron as it was the national average. A resident of Galati and Braila counties has contributed to the regional GDP with 17781.9 ron. The one from  Constanta with 29267.1 ron and the ones from the other counties in the region with the amounts between 14746.2 and 17897.9 lei ron.  In terms of education and learning, in the school year of 2011/2012, in the Southeast region have functioned 173 kindergartens, 523 primary and secondary schools, 209 high schools, three vocational schools and seven universities with 53 faculties, which had 466.122 children, pupils and students. The teaching staff of these units and the youth participation within the six counties of the region components was as follows: 
                                                                                                                   Tabel no.8 

Educational institutions, teachers and school attendance by type of 
education in the school year 2011/2012 

                                                                                                                              -number- 

INDICATORS Romania 
South-

East 
Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea Vrancea 

Preschool        -Kindergartens        1.367           173           70           19              69            5          10 -Enrolled children    673.641      85.430    28.700    15.391       23.350        773   10.256 - Teaching staff      37.391        4.552      1.528         738         1.263        441        582 
Primary and 
secondary 
education 

       
-Schools        4.022           523         179         101              99          55          90 - Enrolled pupils 1.629.406    210.425    71.687    36.454       55.616   17.802   28.866 - Teaching staff    120.929      15.227      5.173      2.842         3.854     1.368     1.990 
High school        
-High schools      1.615           209           63           34              68          20          24 
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INDICATORS Romania 
South-

East 
Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 
Buzau 

 
Constanta 

 
Tulcea Vrancea - Enrolled pupils  888.768    111.455    38.571    18.806       32.227     8.288    13.563 - Teaching staff    59.380        7.365      2.520      1.283         2.172        584         806 

Cocational 
education 

       - Schools            92             19             6             5                4            1             3 - Enrolled pupils     21.848      12.844      5.571      1.925         2.210     1.165      2.053 - Teaching staff       2004           298         119           47              73          11           48 
Higher 
education 

       - Universities         108                7             2       -                5       -        - - Faculties         614              53           21             2              28       -             2 - Enrolled pupils  539.852       45.988    16.789         330       28.438       -         433 - Teaching staff    17.288         1.724         775       -            949       -        - 
Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics   The most enrolled children in the kindergartens, students in the secondary education are found in the counties of Galati and Braila, 33.93% of the total area, followed by Constanta county with 26.68% and other counties with 13-15%.  The higher education is found in two centers - Galati and Constanta, that have 53 faculties, out of which 28 operate in the county of Constanta, 21 in Galati county. The State University from Galati has faculties in the following counties: Buzau, Tulcea and Braila.  Out of the 45.988 students, in the academic year of 2011/2012, a total of 28.438 studied in the universities from Constanta and 17.552 from Galati. The public health system is represented by 49 hospitals with 13.960 beds, nine polyclinics, 23 dispensaries, 1563 general medicine, specialist and school offices, 1373 family medicine, 1,434 dental practices  and 991 pharmacies. Those health units were served in 2011 by 4699 doctors, 1369 dentists, 1353 pharmacies and 15723 medical staff.  The coverage of the component counties of the region with equipped health units and health personnel, in 2011 was:  

 
                                                                                                        Table no. 9 

Hospital units and health medical staff in 2011 
 

 INDICATORS Romania 
South-

East 
Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 
Buzau 

Constanta 
 

Tulcea Vrancea Hospitals         464          49        14          7              18         3           7 Beds in hospitals 128.501 13.960 4.833 2.570 4.235 890 1.432 Polyclinics 262 9 3 4 2 - - Medical dispensaries 187 23 6 6 5 2 4 Specialized school units 5.754 1.563 501 182 630 125 150 Family medicine units 11.211 1.373 415 218 477 107 156 Dental practices 12.613 1.434 380 156 666 92 140 Pharmacies 6.969 991 373 145 284 94 95 Medical laboratoeries 3.008 314 150 55 86 19 23 Dental laboratories 2.227 132 59 34 19 11 9 Doctors 51.930 4.699 1.366 570 1.893 361 509 Dentists 12.613 1.434 380 156 666 92 140 Medium medical personnel 126.169 15.723 5.733 2.433 4.266 1.169 2.112 
Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics DJS 
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  The highest number of hospital beds is found in the counties of Galati and Braila: 4833 – out of 13.960 existing in the entire region, respectively 34.62%, followed by hospitals in Constanta with 30.33%, Buzau with 18.40%, Vrancea with 10.26% and Tulcea 6.39%. Galati and Braila counties together have the largest number of health medical staff, 5733 (36.46%) of the 15.723 existing in the region, followed by 27.13% of Constanta county and counties: Buzau, Vrancea and Tulcea. The other health care facilities and pharmacies are found placed relatively balanced spread throughout the region and its each component county.  Galati and Constanta Universities have faculties of medicine and are able to provide specialized staff for the entire region and even beyond. 
 The infrastructure for the quality of life of the region’s inhabitants is represented by the large number of housing with  rooms and residential areas relevant to the European standards. A total of 342 municipalities within the region, 87.69% out of the total number of districts have potable water, 93 localities (23.84%) have sewage and only 54 localities (13.84%) have a natural gas network for household consumption.  Within the component counties of the region, the distribution of the infrastructure for the quality of people's lives is as follows: 

                                                                                                                          Tabel no. 10 
  

The structure of the quality of life in the South-Eastern counties in 2012 

INDICATORS U/M Romania 
South-

East 
Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 
Buzau Constanta Tulcea Vrancea 

Habitation 
Fund 

        Residences thousand 8828.0 1066.2 358.8 192.6 266.7 94.5 153.6 Rooms   thousand 22011.0 3008.2 984.3 550.2 747.0 284.2 442.5 Habitable area thousand square km 329.997 41706.5 13648.7 7189.8 10679.8 3897.3 6291.3 
Public 
sewerage 

        Locality with sewege no. 891 93 24 12 33 14 10 -in municipality and tows no. 309 35 8 5 12 5 5 simple length km 23137 2629 943 276 1185 197 228 
Natural gas 
networks  

        Localities with natural gas networks no. 876 54 19 14 9 4 8 -in municipality and tows no. * 18 5 2 4 3 4 network length km 35681.0 2561.9 927.8 549.8 741.0 128.7 212.6 
Drinking 
water 
networks 

        Localities with plumbing nr 2304 342 93 69 69 51 61 -in municipality and tows nr * 35 8 5 12 5 5 network length km 65901 10772 3215 1712 2746 1437 1612 
City streets         Total length km 27846 3097 911 429 1104 307 346 d.c. upgraded km 17413 2196 652 340 842 190 172 
Lawn surface ha 22451 2681 1311 246 913 77 136 

Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics DJS 
* lack of data  Southeast region is crossed by an extensive network of public roads and railway lines. The public roads in the region are 12.85% of those in the country, and through the 1749 km of track (16.22%), the region ranks third in the 8 regions designed. 
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                                                                                                                       Tabel no. 11 
 

Public roads and railways in operation in 2012 

INDICATORS U/M Romania 
South-

East 
Region 

Galati 
+ 

Braila 
Buzau Constanta Tulcea Vrancea

Public roads         
Public roads total km  83703 10763   2669   2651   2327  1335   1781 d.c. upgraded km  26791   2537     845     334     598    417     343 National roads km  16690   2211     746     322     483    327     506 County and communal roads  km  67013   8552   2096   2329   1844  1008   1275 Density of roads 1000  sq km        35.1        30.1    29.1    43.4       32.9     15.7     36.7 
Railways                           Total length km  10777   1749    462     244     776    106    161 d.c. electrified km    4020     522    226     113       85      -      98 Broad gauge km      135       26      26         -      -      - Densty of the lines 1000        sq km       *       48.9    51.1     40.0     109.7     12.5     33.1 

Data source: Romanian Statistical Yearbook 2012, INS Bucharest, Regional statistics DJS 
   The counties of Galati and Braila, together, have the greatest length but also modernized of public county and communal roads in the region. The density, however, is less than 1000 square km against the Buzau and Constanta counties. Similarly, the two counties together have the greatest length of electrified railway and the only region with broad gauge railway that make easier to transport the goods in and out from the Eastern European and Asian countries. The two counties occupies a position close to the two main arteries of transport in Eastern Europe, respectively the Helsinki or Pan European corridors. Thus, the two counties are crossed by the Pan European Corridor VII, which corresponds to the route of the Danube River (Nuremberg-Vienna-Budapest-Bratislava-Budapesta.Belgrad-Turnu Severin- Vidin/Calafat-Giurgiu / Ruse-Galati-Black Sea. This corridor is complement by the Rhine-Main Canal and the river infrastructure is the main artery of the European Union. Moreover, the two counties are near to the Pan European Corridor IX providing road and rail infrastructure to Europe on the North-South from the Baltic Sea (Lithuania) and the St. Petersburg Gulf of Finland, in Moscow-Kiev-Chisinau-Romania-Bulgaria-Greece direction. This corridor passes at about 110 km away from the two towns of Galati and Braila, through the neighboring county of Vrancea. The presentation of the economic and social structures, the geohistorical settlements which are highlighting the Southeast region, acquired and modified throughout history, and as a result of the geopolitical factor that became increasingly stronger in some moments in time, dominating the geohistorical component, is trying to argue the need for a thorough analysis in order to nominate the coordinating settlement of the region that should be viable and functional. It seems that the imposition of capitals of the region is based on areas of polarization and political practice, often used at non-administrative practices that may perpetuate and deepen the social and economic inequalities.  The arguments underlying the rethinking of the location settlement of the region are proving to be an extremely difficult and foolhardy endeavor, but are based on processing the information and dual analysis of the public institutions and apolitical medium.  The arguments that are strategic and important to be taken into consideration are the following: 
 the central and strategic position of the two counties Galati-Braila, with towns of residence at only 14 km between them, opening the Eastern European and Asian markets;  
 the border position with two countries Moldova and Ukraine;  
 Pan-European transport corridors;  
 river and sea ports, small distances and time required to go from the other cities of the region.  To all of these it may be added the extended possibilities of development of the production and employment through intensive use of the area between the two towns of residence, hydrocarbon deposits, building rock etc. Hydrocarbons (oil, associated gas, free gas) is operating across the two counties into the major geological North Dobrogea Promontory and is performed by companies operating in the territory over 330 thousand tons per year. The high surface waters Prut, Siret and Danube go through great lengths in areas of the counties and represent potential sources of development of economic activities. Only the Danube which is crossing 
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the Galati county on a length of 22 km and has an annual average flow of 6720 mc/sec, with a width of 772 meters and a depth of 15-20 meters, enables access by vessels of 30,000 dwt and is the main source of water supply to the two counties, as well as for the population, and for industry, agriculture and other utilities also.   The large agricultural areas with fertile soils (chernozems, chocolate colour and brown), conditions for revitalizing the irrigation facilities and with good conditions for organic agriculture and fisheries, are particularly important sources for the food production, environment and employment.  The diversified industry, with high added value of the shipping production, food and metallurgical production also, design units, educational and unique research in shipbuilding, the shipbuilding designs, food industry, fish farming, textile, construction etc., also are large sources that help developing the entire area. The most important naval research and design center from Romania, ICEPRONAV, founded in 1966, has a great design department of ship structures and marine equipment and production department with opportunities to test models and prototypes and the design operates with an integrated computer system for the shipping industry, used by all Romanian shipyards and more  over another 300 users worldwide, making the institute to be ranked among the top four institutions in the world. The free zone, one of the six existing in Romania, is an advantage for the region, being created with the aim of promoting foreign trade and attracting foreign capital and to enhance the regional resources and help SME sector to be better developed, at which we can add the flexible and qualified workforce and with great opportunities to diversify, through the large number of faculties and majors active specializations in the two universities can contribute to the development of the area. An important feature of the Galati and Braila cities is their location on the Danube-Rhine-Main Trans-European shipping artery, which may require the development of roads, including the construction of a bridge for crossing the Danube river, already proposed in the area between Galati and Braila, that can complete the road corridor of our country, as proposed in the Economic Cooperation from the Black Sea 
zone.    All these arguments could be taken into account in the decision of setting the conurbation assembly of Galati-Braila as a coordination area of the Southeast region.   
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