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Abstract: Corruption is divided into small low-level corruption and high-level corruption. Small 
level little corruption is defined as the area of corruption which does not prejudice the interests 
of the majority of individuals. This category can be covered by a health care professional, the 
corruption of a clerk, etc through their decisions is an individual or group of individuals at the 
expense of others, but this kind of injustice is limited in time and space. Corruption, means high-
level corruption of a dignitary, clerk, etc. This kind of corruption and the main effect over the 
entire State characteristic and the individuals who compose it. The consequences of this kind of 
corruption can translate into direct and indirect costs that will be supported in the end by all 
taxpayers. The objectives of corruption are double: profit and power. The international 
economic crisis has its origin in the manifestations of high level corruption in the governments 
of different countries. All the state now have to fight against corruption in order to  settle new 
rules to avoid the effects af the crisis and to prevent a deepening of this crisis with devastating 
effects upon tha population. Here we try to emphasize the importance that we all should give 
corruption and measures had to be taken by everyone. 
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More and more people are talking about the effects of the economical crisis. It began in 2007 

world wide, and the effects are now present in Romania. Although specialists have warned us about it’s 

effects, the magnitude was strongly underestimated. Political clientelism and the conflict of interests are 

the main factors that made the economical crisis worst. 

National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) defines the crisis as being a significant drop in the 

economical activities for several months as seen in the GDP due to a drop in personal income, industrial 

production and consumption. Determining factors of the current crisis; strong growth of asset prices, 

especially on the real estate market; crediting in big proportions of economic agents more or less solvable, 

persistence of pronounced imbalances of the current account, the rapid internationalization of production, 

investment and  financial connections, major changes in the distribution of income, and fraud damaging 

already week  public budgets as acts of corruption. In an article entitled, “Sicily choke on the verge of 

bankruptcy…”  published in Business Magazine, it states that Enrico Del Mercato, the author of “La 

Zavorra” commented for  The Guardian that “..approximately 70% of the votes in Sicily are based on 

clienterism. Only 5% are influenced by the mob. The mob isn’t involved in the distribution of job for votes, 

but it is held responsible for the mentality that created this habit. The idea of “I own you, keep voting for 

me” is very mobish (de corectat nu e tocmai literar). The article states that the mob controls businesses 

like trash collecting services, transportation, dairy-product commerce and builds roads paid by public 

money. One of the means of fraud is the auction system as demonstrated by the case of highway A3 

Salerno – Reggio Calabria. The construction started in 1962 and ended in 1974. The interesting part is that 

those who won the auction resold the projected and ended in the state paying ten times more money. In 

another article named “Greek corruption worth €800 million a year” publish by EUObserver Aris Syngros, 

CEO of Transparency International Greece quotes: ” Corruption is one of the main reasons why we have 

this economic crisis in Greece. It's not the only one, but it's a very important one”. According to a report 

made by Transparency International regarding Greece, corruption had a big role in the economical crisis 

and corruption has its origins primarily in a crisis of values which is manifested both in the Greek 

mentality, as well as at the level of the country's institutions 
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The Greeks accept corruption as a fatality-say those from Transparency International, although 

Greece has many and strong anticorruption law. As well as in Romania, these laws are not applied or 

there's a loophole so that the laws can be difficult to apply. In another article published on ziare.com 

entitled “Transparency International: the Hungarian State was captured by powerful interest groups “ 

says "even when the law provides sufficient independence, the question is if the Hungarians control 

institution as the Audit or the new legal management bodies and if they can operate free of interference." 

said Noemi Alexa, executive director of Transparency International. Moreover as stated in the report of 

the Transparency International Hungary, as in the case of Romania financing of political parties and the 

business sector were the most alarming risks of corruption. In an article titled, "One out of three 

Romanians gave bribe. What are the effects on the economy?” published in the Wall Street, it states that 

economic growth, contribute to a better national integrity system, but the public behavior of undesirable 

political actors, institutional performance, general public disinterest for politics and civic spirit limited 

serve as the basis for a national system for the worse of robust integrity. In these conditions, corruption 

and poor justification and administration of public policies have had an essential role in the magnitude of 

the effects of economic crisis we had in Romania. According to the Global Competitiveness Report of the 

World Economic Forum, in the content of the article says that in Romania bureaucracy encourages tax 

evasion and fraud, so what is corruption? 

The dictionary defines corruption as the state of departure at the morality, honor, duty, 

lasciviousness, debauchery, models, decay, lasciviousness, craziness, immorality, perversity, destruction . 

The legal dictionary defines corruption as follows: those limiting facts stipulated by the law, taking and 

giving bribes, receiving undue benefits, influence trafficking, etc.; constitute illicit activities carried out in 

order to obtain material or moral advantages of social or political positions. Corruption includes breaking 

the rules relating to the duties of public officers, as well as non-legal responsibilities by economic agents 

with a high degree of social danger, with deep negative consequences on the entire social system. There 

are several types of corruption, namely: Professional, economic corruption or economic and financial 

crime or corruption, and politics, including various activities such as the illegal financing of election 

campaigns, especially in government functions to persons solely on political criteria. On the Eco-

Transparency are posted several definitions of corruption as follows: Definition by Transparency 

International (TI): corruption is the use of public power entrusted inappropriately, for getting personal 

benefits. It's not just the benefits of financial nature, but also of any other nature. The Group of experts for 

the corruption of the INTERPOL defines corruption as the fulfillment or the failure of an act by individuals 

or public or private organizations, by violating the law and trust for profit or benefit. The United Nations 

Development Program (UNPD) in Fighting Corruption Strategy to Improve Governance (1998) defines 

corruption as the abuse of public power, function or authority for private benefit-through bribery, 

blackmail, influence, money, dirty "or misappropriation. The International Monetary Fund (IMF) defines 

corruption as the abuse of public power or confidence, for private benefit. The Council of Europe 

Convention on corruption in civil defines corruption as the request, to offer, give or accept, directly or 

indirectly, a fee or in another undue advantage or the promise of such unfair advantage affecting the 

exercise of a function or the behavior of the recipient of the Commission asked unlawful or undue 

advantage or the promise of such unfair advantage. The UN definition, code of conduct of the performance 

of Law Empowered: to conduct or omission committed an act of their duties or in connection with them, 

in response to the offering of bribes, promises, demanded or accepted material incentives, or improper 

fulfillment of them. The Global Program against corruption, the United Nations said that the essence of the 

phenomenon, corruption is the abuse of power committed in order to obtain a personal profit, directly or 

indirectly, for himself or for another, in the public sector or in the private sector. \" The UNITED NATIONS 

Convention against corruption provides that the following crimes: corruption, trafficking in influence, 

abuse of Office, enriching the illegal (including the private sector), washing of the crime, concealment, 

obstruction  smooth functioning of justice. Why do you have defined corruption? To determine the role 

that it has to enhance the economic and financial crisis 

As you know corruption is divided into small low-level corruption and high-level corruption. 

Small level little corruption is defined as the area of corruption which does not prejudice the interests of 

the majority of individuals. This category can be covered by a health care professional, the corruption of a 

clerk, etc through their decisions is an individual or group of individuals at the expense of others, but this 
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kind of injustice is limited in time and space. Corruption, means high-level corruption of a dignitary, clerk, 

etc. This kind of corruption and the main effect over the entire State characteristic and the individuals 

who compose it. The consequences of this kind of corruption can translate into direct and indirect costs 

that will be supported in the end by all taxpayers. The objectives of corruption are double: profit and 

power. 

In the article intitled, Corruption threatens the stability of the European economies, Transparency 

International states that a too close relationship between politics and the business world encourages 

corruption in Europe. Who is Transparency International? It’s a non-profit, non-governmental 

organization dedicated to the fight against corruption. According to the site, it’s active in almost 100 

countries, fights against the devastating effects of corruption, and works with Governments, enterprises 

and international organizations to develop effective programs. The founders of Transparency 

International have realized that the phenomenon of corruption has not only affected public funds 

intended for schools or hospitals, but also weakened the economy. They have attracted attention on 

corruption.  Bribe money come mostly from the richest, in the form of illicit payments. Transparency 

International is active in Romania and has its activities on the basis of the values of transparency, 

accountability and responsibility, integrity, courage, justice, solidarity and democracy and has as mission 

to promote the spirit of solidarity of Romanian system integrity to reduce corruption. . The last annual 

report of the Transparency International Organization titled, Money, politics, power: corruption Risks in 

Europe" analyzes  25 European countries. In the Transparency International shows that political parties 

public administration and the private sector are the main actors of corruption in Europe. 

The above mentioned organization seeks to analyze States than in the issue of lobbying and 

electoral campaign financing because only 10 of the 25 countries surveyed prohibit anonymous donations. 

In Norway and Sweden the private sector is involved in combating corruption. Corruption is analyzed 

through the system the National integrity of Transparecy International (TI), which represents a series of 

analysis that shows a detailed assessment of national systems of fight against corruption through the 

index of perception of corruption index CPI on the giving of bribes IPM having corruption measurement 

tools and the Global Corruption Barometer is a survey that measures public perception of corruption and 

people's experiences related to this phenomenon. The CPI highlights the dimensions of corruption on the 

basis of surveys conducted by reputable organizations in the field and measures the corruption from the 

size of the bribe in the public sector and in the field. Highlighting the perception of corruption is made on 

the basis of values between 0 and 10 ,very high level of corruption and very low level of corruption. IPM is 

a unique tool that analyzes the bribe , concentrating in particular on paying bribes in the private sector. 

According to the Global Corruption Barometer, the audience is more worried by the important role they 

play in influencing business decisions. 

Strengthening the National system of integrity contributes to the building of a fair society. The 

content of the report result that weaknesses would be financing political parties, access to information, 

public purchases where we see that the laws are circumvented with ease and people who do not respect 

the law can not be held responsible. So the establishment of criteria for the award in accordance with the 

technical specifications or the provision of information from the inside by some participants in the 

contracting procedures have resulted in getting huge profits at the expense of the State budget or local 

budgets. Concerning public purchases, a relevant example is Switzerland which has implemented 

electronic acquisitions which led to increased transparency and eliminating corruption. Another weak 

point would be not knowing the law No. 571\2004 on the protection of the public authorities, public 

institutions and other units indicating violations of the law. In accordance with the provisions of article 3, 

in warning the public interest means the referral made with the good faith of any offence involving a 

breach of the law, professional ethics and the principles of good administration, efficiency, effectiveness, 

transparency and awareness  means that the person who makes a complaint according to which is framed 

in one of the authorities and public institutions within the central public administration, local government, 

the Parliament, the Presidential Administration's work, the work of the Government, the autonomous 

administrative authorities, public institutions of culture, education, health and social assistance, national 

companies, companies of national and local interest, as well as national companies with state capital as 

well as persons called in scientific and consultative councils, committees and other collegial bodies 

specialized in the structure or in addition to the authorities or public institutions. 
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The evolution of corruption in the Romanian institutions 2005-2010 

 
 

 

According to the article. 5 of the same law in the public interest of warning: crime, corruption 

a) offences assimilated to corruption crimes, crimes in direct connection with the criminal offences of 

corruption, the criminal offences of forgery and criminal offenses of service or in connection with the 

service;  

b) crimes against the financial interests of the European Communities; 

 c) practices and preferential treatments or discriminating in the exercise of its powers as provided for in 

article 2;  

d) provisions concerning incompatibilities and violating conflict of interest;  

e)It's inappropriately use of material resources or human health;  

f) political partisanship the exercise, except those chosen or appointed politically;  

g) violations of the law on access to information and transparency in decision-making;  

h) infringement of legal provisions concerning public purchases and financing grants; incompetence or 

negligence) on the service;  

j) non-objective ratings of personal in the process of recruitment, selection, promotion, relegation and 

release from Office;  

k) violations of administrative procedures or internal procedures of non-compliance with the law;  

l) issuance of administrative or other nature, which serve the interests of the group or client; 

 m) into poor management or public and private patrimony of public authorities, public institutions and 

other units specified in article 2; 

 n) violating other laws, provisions requiring compliance with the principle of good administration and the 

protection of the public interest. 

Law No. 571\/2004. provides that where public interest can be done Alternatively or cumulatively to one 

of the following entities:  

b. judicial bodies;  

c. those responsible with finding and researching conflicts of interest;  

d. Parliamentary committees; 

 e. mass media;  

f. professional organizations, trade union or employer;  

g. non-governmental organizations  

h. hierarchical head of the person who violated the provisions of the law;  
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i. enhanced public entities of which the person who violated the provisions of the law;  

j. discipline commissions or other similar bodies within public entities of which the person who violated 

the law. 

We believe that the provisions of law 571\/2004 should be brought to the knowledge of the 

general public so that all those who know will invoke the law. The Transparecy International criticizes 

primarily Greece, Italy, Portugal and Spain as the corruption and government deficit were the most 

extensive in the year that has passed, but they criticize at the same time Romania, along with Bulgaria, the 

Czech Republic for recent scandals in which politicians and businessmen were involved. 

The legislative shortcomings in certain areas or under heavy application of the population slows. 

The law 544/2001 on free access to information of public interest in article 5 provides: each authority or 

public institution has the obligation to communicate to the Office the following information in the public 

interest:  

a) normative acts regulating the Organization and functioning of the body or institution; 

 b) the organizational structure, functions, program departments, the function of the audience or the 

public utility authority;  

(c) the authority or public institution and inspector responsible for the dissemination of public 

information;  

d) coordinates of the authority or public institution, respectively: the name, location, phone, fax numbers, 

email address and website address;  

e) finances, budget and balance sheet; 

 f) programs and strategies;  

g) list includes documents of public interest; 

 i) ways to appeal against the decision or public utility authority in a situation where the person is harmed 

in terms of the right of access to information of public interest. Authorities and public institutions have the 

obligation to publish and update annually a newsletter. Public authorities are obliged to give publicity of a 

periodical report of activity, at least annually, which will be published in the Official Gazette of Romania, 

part II. Access to information is accomplished by:  

a) display at the headquarters of the authority or public institution or by publication in the Official Gazette 

of Romania or in the mass media, in their own publications, as well as your own Internet page; b) 

consultation at the headquarters of the authority or public institution, in spaces specially designed for that 

purpose. In article 6 of the same law provides that any person has the right to request and obtain from the 

authorities and public institutions, the rule of law, public interest information and content are provided 

the information exempt from freedom of information: 

 (a)) on national defense, security and public order, whether in categories classified information, 

according to the law;  

(b) information concerning the authorities , as well as those relating to economic and political interests of 

Romania, if you belong to the category of classified information, according to the law; 

 (c) information relating to the commercial activities) or, if their advertising without prejudice to the 

principle of fair competition, according to the law;  

d) information relating to the personal data, according to the law; information on the procedure in 

criminal or disciplinary investigation, if the outcome of the investigation,  reveals confidential sources or 

put in danger the life, body integrity, a person's health as a result of the investigation carried out or in 

progress;  

(f) information concerning legal proceedings, if their advertising without prejudice to ensure a fair trial or 

of any legitimate interest of the parties involved in the process; 

g) information whose publication harms youth protection measures. 

Romania, as well as most of the countries of the continent, does not have a record of lobbyist. The 

above mentioned report has made a number of recommendations, among which we mention: 

-the introduction of compulsory registry for people who perform lobbying activities-legislation 

concerning awareness of the warning device integrity 

-implementation of clear rules concerning the declarations of wealth and interest, etc.  

 -the adoption of codes of conduct for MPs to provide clear rules. Due to the events in our country lately 

Transparency International Romania within the framework of the National Report on Corruption in 2012. 
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IV. analysis of the recommendations contained in the report of the monitoring mechanism on cooperation 

and verification-July 2012 at the point 1. Respect for the rule of law and independence of the judiciary has 

included a set of measures as follows:-repeal of the Emergency Ordinance No. 38\/2012 and Emergency 

Ordinance No. 41\/2012 and ensuring compliance with the decisions of the Constitutional Court relating 

to the quorum for the referendum and the responsibility of the Court; -that, in the future, the provisions of 

the Constitution on the issue of emergency Ordinances; -implementation of the decisions of the 

Constitutional Court; -ensuring publishing instantly to all documents, including the decisions of the 

Constitutional Court in the Official Gazette; -inviting all political parties and Government authorities to 

respect the independence of the judiciary; committing to impose disciplinary sanctions to all members of 

the Government and the party that harm the credibility of judges or exercise pressure on judicial 

institutions; 

-the appointment of Ombudsman a person who enjoys the support of the various parties, in a transparent 

and objective, intended to ensure the election of a candidate with an authority, integrity and 

unquestionable independence;  

-the introduction of a transparent process for the appointment of the Attorney General and the 

Prosecutor-in-Chief of the National Anticorruption Directorate; such a transparent process should include 

the submission of applications, based on criteria of professional experience, integrity and positive results 

in the action against corruption; Abstaining from appointments during the interim presidency;  

-avoid providing presidential pardons during the interim presidency;  

-the appointment of abstaining in the posts of Minister of persons against which the judgments were 

pronounced in terms of integrity; the release of the Ministers are in such a situation; 

 -the adoption of clear procedures to provide parliamentarians against the resignation which were 

definitive decisions on incompatibility maturation or conflicts of interest, or who have been convicted as 

defined in the case of high-level corruption. 

An important role in combating corruption in the NATIONAL ANTI-CORRUPTION STRATEGY  

referred to as SNA is currently approved for the period 2012-2015 by Decision of 20 March 2012 215. The 

SNA is to reduce and prevent the phenomenon of corruption through the rigorous application of the 

regulatory framework and institutional framework in order to maximize the impact of the measures 

against corruption, has a multidisciplinary character and is addressed to all public institutions 

representing the power of the Executive, legislative and judicial, local public authorities, business and civil 

society. The General objectives of the strategy are:  

1. the prevention of corruption in public institutions  

2.increase the level of education and corruption. 

3.Combating corruption through administrative and criminal measures  

4.Approval of plans and the development of the national system for monitoring of the SNA 

Besides the mandatory measures for all public authorities,   SNA tries to increase the level of 

integrity and transparency in priority areas, sectors such as the judicial system, the financing of political 

parties and election campaigns, public purchases and local public administration. In the context of the 

general objective of the prevention of corruption in public institutions are established the following 

specific objectives 

1. Fix vulnerabilities specific to public institutions by implementing systematic preventive measures 

2.Increasing institutional transparency by increasing the availability of open public data provided by the 

public authorities.  

3.Strengthen the integrity and transparency of the judicial system by promoting anti-corruption measures 

and professional ethical standards  

4.Increasing transparency of financing political parties and election campaigns. 

5.Strengthening integrity among members of Parliament. 

6Increasing the effectiveness of mechanisms to prevent corruption in public procurement matters 

7.Promoting a competitive business environment, fairly and with integrity. 

8.Enhancing the integrity, efficiency and transparency in the public administration 

The general objective of Increasing the degree of anticorruption education includes the following 

specific objectives:  

1. develop a training curriculum and corruption continue to personnel of public institutions  
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2.Increase the level of public information on the impact of the phenomenon of corruption  

The general objective on combating corruption through administrative measures and 

prosecutions has the following specific objectives:  

1. to continue the progress already recorded in the process of investigation with accuracy and satisfactory 

by the Court of the facts of corruption and at the local level.  

2. the qualitative and quantitative Improvement of the activity of the monitoring and evaluation of the 

assets and interests, so as to obtain effects dissuasive penalties, which give rise to cases of unjustified 

limitation, conflicts of interest and incompatibilities.  

3. to ensure the effective protection of the financial interests of the European Union in Romania, through 

legislative means, operational and specific information  

4.Strengthening the mechanisms for administrative control 

 5.Increase the level of national recovery following the best practices of other EU Member States and 

strengthening the judicial practice 

The overall objective of the sectoral plans Approval and the development of the national system 

for monitoring of SNA include:  

1. the  plan and periodic self assessment of the degree of implementation of the national anticorruption 

legislation, especially preventive measures  

2.Monitoring the implementation of the plan and the national system for monitoring of the SNA 

In Romania there are laws, plans, strategies, etc., but few are those who know them. At the PE 

headquarters in Brussels was held a “Connect” debate. Euranet about the relationship between corruption 

and the prospects of European youth. On the question of what young people can do to combat corruption, 

Bill Newton Dunn, British MEP of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe has stated that: "the 

answer is the implication. Involvement in politics. The policy aims to make a better world, and the 

involvement of young people is to show up at election like we did it ourselves and try to make a better 

world. If they stand on one side and will not do anything, then nothing will change. " The answer Matthew 

Taylor of the University of Dublin Trinity was, “I'm not sure that the solution is to educate young people in 

corruption. The solution is to unmask the adults who are corrupt. The problem is solved by the power of 

example, not to raise the children in the class and tell them how bad corruption is. But definitely we don't 

do enough in this matter, and I am sure that the situation is the same throughout the European Union. Of 

course we have a lot to learn from the two answers but the most important message is civic involvement 

in combating corruption is worrisome that  financial crisis today, as well as widespread corruption brings 

huge profits to organized crime networks, which is why they get to have the power and ability to mix in 

economic, political, social and financial decisions. The issue has become a major scourge of corruption, 

and started entering in legality, "managed to act on peaks of decision-making. Due to the reduction of 

salaries, civil servants often fall prey to its temptations, favoring the development of organized crime. And 

in Romania, lately, the media has unveiled profits of the underworld and their relationships with key 

decision makers. During the post December period corruption favored fraudulent businesses obtaining 

bank loans without proper guarantees, contracts, beneficial to the State institutions, etc. Corruption was 

made known in farming, restoring property rights and enforcement in possession, granting subsidies to 

various activities specific to agriculture, imports of agricultural products free of charge, etc. 

Only 3% of Romanians trust the Government and Government leaders on the fight against 

corruption. Transparency International believes that the presentation of the perception of the people on 

corruption, has a very important role because they suffer the direct and indirect consequences and 

encourages the general public to take an active role in combating corruption and improving the quality of 

Government. Romanians are disappointed by the lack of efficiency of the authorities to protect them from 

corruption, but also by the lack of efficiency in discovering and not sanction corruption. We believe that it 

is necessary to become aware of the negative impact that corruption has on us, and to react against 

corruption. If we do not manage to silence and come to act against the corruption, their number will grow 

in the favor of those who will remain without jobs, lower wages, concerns about the family. In the content 

of the article I made references to the high-level corruption, but you also have to keep in mind  low-level 

corruption. It is very important as we educate the new generation and not  leave them understanding that 

to live better you have to break the law by giving them only villains. 
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Most affected institutions by corruption in 2010 in Romania 

 
Who do people trust 

 
 

Reducing purchasing costs and public investment at over-price, long-term loans to the agents, 

maintenance and salaries solvable in relation to the inflation index to reduce corruption, modification of 

the law on commercial companies so that those who have entered bankruptcy with intent to no longer be 

under any form of establishment of other companies, in a nationwide database of all real estate and 

mobile and possible conclusion of conventions with other countries for to know exactly the assets owned, 

reducing taxes and fees, the modification of the law on tax evasion to specify penalties, taking 

responsibility of the private sector and institutions for their national programs against corruption, 

transparency and integrity in all business relationships, creating a specific regimen of growth for SMEs to 

be more visible to investors, promoting the creation of independent activities would be a series of steps 

that could lead to reducing the budget deficit. 
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