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Article proposes a brief analysis of the two facets of the phenomenon of suburban applied to the
Galati city. Apparently confused, suburban and periurban can be considered both two stages of
evolution of a territorial body and two modes of manifestation, not always mutually exclusive. For
the purposes of this article, integrating contemporary views of literature on the evolution of city,
suburban phenomenon presumed positive dimension, but not without risks. Conclusion based on
data and cartographic material used in the present research confirms this assumption.
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1. Introduction. Peri-urban and suburban - quasi-synonyms?

To define the city as a universal concept is an aporia (Lafon, et al. 2003). The city cannot be
defined historically, because it is a dynamic, ‘living’ system which evolves in a particular environment.
Additionally, defining it exclusively by using quantitative elements may lead to a false view about the city.
A significant part of the contemporary world is ‘urban’, without necessarily occupying a space within the
strictly determined limits of an administrative unit defined and considered as such from a juridical and
administrative perspective. What really matters is not only the population settled in a space
conventionally thought of as urban, but also the life style adopted by a population group, which expands
beyond the perimeter of an urban area. Faced with this issue, both theorists and professionals try hard to
keep up with the continual changes in the field, and propose definitions and adequate solutions, despite
the fact that they do not manage to completely agree on the many possible senses of the concept of ‘city’ or
to formulate a unique definition of it. On the other hand, its forms of manifestation are more and more
visible. Alain Bourdain, a specialist in urban sociology, has stated that ‘the contemporary world is more
and more urban, but the city does not exist anymore’ (Bourdain, 2012). Nonetheless, this fact does not
exclude the regional features of this phenomenon which continues to take place at the level of the
urbanization process, in general, but at the same time (and perhaps even more) at the level of the peri-
urban - the latter being the most obvious metamorphosis undergone by the contemporary city.

Even though the two notions may seem to be synonymous, both of them referring to that which
happens in the proximity of the city, their senses are today quite different. In the Romanian geographical
theory, the term ‘suburban’ has been used for a long time, based on political reasons specific to the
centralized urban planning. The word designated at first an administrative category - ‘localities that may
be assimilated into the urban area’ - and its use was determined by the need to ‘beautify’ the statistics
reflecting the Romanian realities of the middle 50s as Romania was accepted into the UN in 1955. These
urban localities, known after 1968 as ‘suburban localities/communes’, were at the same time considered a
form of the continual expansion and progress of the city, and as such a sign of the overall progress of the
communist society (Nicolae, 2002).

However, the terminological deficiency is only partial, since the city’s relationship with its
surrounding territory has never been denied and has never been a straightforward or univocal one. The
rural vicinities accumulate functions which are characteristic only for themselves and complementary to
the functions of the city, as well. This symbiosis has been an ancient and fruitful one for both of them.
What differs indeed from one space to the other are their forms of manifestation, the intensity and the
sense of the fluxes and the political stance adopted towards them. Consequently, the ‘suburban’ existing
since antiquity is different from the ‘suburban’ of nowadays in the same way as the American ‘suburbs’ is
totally different form the Romanian one. We think that the latter has come to represent today a
combination of tradition and external influences which individualizes it in the European context.

The term ‘peri-urban’, designating ultimately the same spatial reality, and which entered the
Romanian technical language in the last two decades, has, mainly, at least two advantages. One advantage
consists in its connotation of positive feature which distance it from the prevailing negative one attached
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to the suburban. The other advantage is its equivalence with the European terminology which covers a
diversity of situations (rur-urban, periphery, delocalization, aureoles, satellite towns etc.).

2. The Peri-urban Area of Galati - overview

At the end of the eighteenth century, the center of the ‘bourg’ of Galati did not exceed the limits of
an area stretching out between the churches - ‘Precista’ (The Church of ‘Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos’),
Vovidenia (‘Presentation of the Theotokos’) and Petru and Pavel (The Church of the ‘Saint Apostles Peter
and Paul’, located in the harbor). In the surroundings of this little ‘bourg’, there is mention of a village,
whose name Gindusari or Ghinduseni, reminds of the oak forests nearby (Soare, 2004).

As the city life link defining the port activity, it is not surprising that in the early eighteenth
century, the fair knows excessive extension outside the area represented strictly the operation of port and
some modest neighborhood. Important arrangements that are made after 1859, represented by piers,
warehouses, shops, factories will attract territorial expansion of the town which will swallow nuclei
gradually gravitated to suburban periphery. Expansion occurs mostly to the north. Port needed to be
carriers, while prince Michael Sturdza were made peasants from nearby villages incentives to acquire
arable land and homes around the city, thus creating slums Lozoveni (through resettlement village
peasants Lozova) and Vadu Hungarians. The Galati city continues exercising increasingly influence over
neighboring territories. Thus, among the structural dynamics, including "damage” famous live near the
Brates after 1868 when the state expropriates land for railway construction, construction concessioner
Strusberg company. Now it produces welding northern village mentioned in his sketch of the late
eighteenth Merkelius (Sun, 2004). As industrial activity and population growth continue unabated,
increasing the number and size of slums, among them being mentioned Vadu Ungurului at Northeast,
Lozoveni and Sf. Imparati at Northwest, the Bunavestire and Trei lerarhi southwest. Their small rural
settlements are added beyond the moat surrounding the hearth of the city, as if Bucurestii Noi village
located west on Tiglina estate belonging to the city, and Badalan located in Valley City. By World War Il
the city continues to grow horizontally, reaching full welding to make the above mentioned suburbs.

As a trend, this is not a major change, even after World War II, suburban city is becoming more
visible and more addicted to it especially after the construction of the steel plant. Administratively, are
confirmed as suburban structures according to Law 2/1968 Sendreni administrative-unit (villages
Sedreni, Movileni and Serbestii Vechi) and Vanatori (Vanatori, Costi, Odaia Manolache). They are
periburban "baggage” that town will enter the new era of urban and economic configuration which started
after 1990 are added to the third potential common neighbor Smardan. These territories both
geographically and administratively revolve around the city and neighborhood plus Tulcea, situated on
the right river side of the Danube.

From purely demographic aspect, reflected in pressure on the demand for housing, transportation
and consumption of services, and ending with ecological issues, pollution and psychosocial stress, all they
find acceptable solutions in suburban areas. Developing technology, media and transport network
competed gradually transform former dormitory towns local development in small engines that have
redefined the economic and social activities and functions.

Galati city, one of the most important Romanian industrial urban centers, experiencing gradual
transformations that designs the localities situated in its hinterland.

The first and most visible effect was manifested in the urban plan. Law 18/1991 has favored not
only the phenomenon of "return”, but then effervescence land market has led to a new category of owners
- townsfolk. Housing, many of them with secondary residence status, changed the urban-architectural
appearance of the village Vanatori, Costi, Smardan, or Sendreni, most accessible by road. Application of
lots for construction of this community led local governments to undertake large urban infrastructure
projects - expanding the supply of gas, water, electricity, transportation, communications, etc. In a
virtuous circle, the existence or prospect of quasi-urban housing facilities attracted a growing number of
applications. The structure housing the three common strong renewal records (Table 1), however
differentiated between the two belts of influence.

Attractiveness for living that is higher for Vanatori village is explained primarily by its position in
terms favorable weather climate, away from major pollution sources and good accessibility from / to
town. Similarly, the platform near the iron plant, and location of the national road could explain the large
number of companies operating in the commune Sendreni, certainly less attractive for housing due to
increased pollution.
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Table 1. Constructive phenomenon and entrepreneurship in the Galati periurban belt

(data for the year 2010)
. Housin Economic
Belt Unit total/built aftgr 1990 agents
I Sendreni 712/432 147
Smardan 1715/556 41
Vanatori 1598/1012 132
II Tulucesti 2360/567 57
Frumusita | 2892/399 34

Housing and micro-economic activities in the villages are not the only positive elements, but the
scale advantages of the two periurban belts can be summarized in agriculture, renewable energy, tourism
and leisure.

All villages have entered in the belt of agricultural potential that they not only remain in the urban
hinterland, but alternatives strengthen local development based on bio- and ecological agriculture. Status
of entities belonging reconfirmed suburban agricultural area without major changes in their specialization
- vegetables, fruits, grains, livestock (Oancea, 1973) as they were captured from the 70-s in the most
comprehensive study of regional geography on Galati area.

Renewable energies are increasingly more space to exploit the perimeters localities situated on
the southern terraces of Covurlui platform. Thus, to Vanatori will develop seven wind farms smaller of 10
MW each, and in the Frumusita unit are scheduled three wind farms with a total installed power of 99
MW. The most important project is developed by Electrica SA, which aims commissioning of 15 turbines,
each with a capacity of 3 MW. Another wind project belongs to the Europp Energocons SA, which aims to
install turbines with a total installed power of 33 MW, and the third 15 MW, will be developed by Smart
Breeze LLC. Currently, work is already a power of 0.23 MW group conducted by Romstal Imex SRL in Costi
village.

Tourism without being the strength of the region has a core concentration in Tulucesti perimeter,
represented by Girboavele Forest, Tulucesti stud, Prut Meadow (nature reserve) and Village Museum. Yet
polarizing force and impact of these objectives remain local.

4. Every coin has two sides

Just as the urban area has double action on societal course, the periburban, its legitimate son has
the effects that the contemporary world will have to take informed decisions. Born in the city response to
pressure and failures that make them city, the periburban comes with its own disadvantages, even though
they may be less visible or disturbing individual user level.

However, the citizens in the Western world indicate that one of the first paradoxes of periurban is
that although proximity reduces distances, mobility and hence sources of pollution, the presence of
enterprises and urban lifestyle is considered destructive to the local landscape by those who I live in the
neighborhood. (Charmes, 2011). Understandably, though. Who, for example, living in the Vanatori
residential area would easily accept installation of industrial production facilities, energy or livestock or a
new hypermarket in ruruban universe that has crystallized yet?

Secondly, expanding its influence through the city to the outside of what we call generic
"suburban" not replace the opposition between economic and social pillar, only to move to another field.
Already own a country house in periurban belt of a large city is the privilege of a minority that a few
generations ago occupy center. The phenomenon is fully checked in Galati - the segregation persists, even
transforms.

Waste land is truly one of the greatest and most insidious dangers. If central planning wiped out
entire villages during communism in questionable logic, rational desire to capitalize on earth,
uncontrolled extension of today will bring suburban fragmentation and landscape mosaic, in which
sustainable resource recovery policies will be difficult applied. That why the spatial planning process
should recover its rights.

5. Conclusions

As a natural step in the dynamic urban, the Galati periurban belt fully reflects the diversity and
unevenness in urban and socio-economic events. External discharge of urban "surplus” occurs constantly.
Given the geographical specificity of position, bordered on three sides by natural streams and limited by
coincidence or administrative city limits with the limits of the county in south-west, Galati periurban area
consisting of five rural units is strongly unbalanced protruding to the north. This does not exclude the
existence of more fragile forms of influence outside the administrative jurisdiction, especially to Tulcea
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and Braila. However, the phenomenon is booming and confirmation of some of its dimensions will occur
alongside socio-economic dynamics of future years.
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