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This paper has proposed to study potential peripheral areas of the Municipality of Galati, Galati 
County to set up a metropolitan area that is a vector of development for towns and villages in the 
area. Have been identified as priority areas for assessing the potential of the area, the economic 
one, society, habitat and administrative capacity, which are the areas on which one can obtain EU 
funds for development projects. Economics was evaluated on the basis of nine specific indicators, 
using specific information from villages in the Galati County. Based on the level of indicators 
examined, it has been analyzed the possibility of including in the metropolitan area the villages 
located at a distance of utmost 30 km. In this way we could make an estimate of the delimitation of 
a developed area adjacent to Galati City, also identifying new directions to expand this area to 
Braila Municipality.  

 
JEL Code: R1, R2 

 
1. Introduction In a period of prolonged economic and financial crisis facing the entire Romanian society characterized by the scarcity of development resources and their increasingly higher cost, it won identifying new forms of organization and territorial development true to form vectors of development for the respective villages and residents. At the European level have been developed in recent years various forms of territorial development, among which the development of metropolitan areas with the growth pole of a municipality. In our country were made several such entities, including those in Iasi, Constanta, Brasov, Ploiesti and Oradea (V. Cojocaru, E. Botezatu, I. Peleanu, Bucharest 2009). In our study we identified four areas of analysis, including the economic one we developed through the calculation of the levels using the nine indicators.     
 
2. Material and Research Method 
2.1 Identify areas for potential development assessment    In the study, were determined and analyzed, based on statistical data, indicators grouped into areas of Economy, Society, Habitat and Administrative Capacity and subdomains for each domain, as was stated above. Also, depending on the complexity of the issues studied were made also aggregates, integration with greater coverage. We further detail subdomains and specific indicators to ECONOMY Area. 

Economy Area Subdomains: Investment Environment -commercial and financial/banking services  -turnover Transport –potential of infrastructure  -distance from the Galati City and Accessibility to main  road/rail ways  -traffic infrastructures  Energy and utilities equipment  -utilities equipment   -unconventional energy  Rural Economy   -land fund  
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-agriculture  -fisheries  -traditional crafts  Tourism Potential   -water surfaces + forests  -historical and touristic values   -aggregate indicator of touristic potential   
2.2. Evaluating the economic potential of development in the studied area based on specific economic 
indicators  The study on setting up a potential Galati metropolitan area is developed to identify elements of the restrictive and the growth potential, particularly following the insurance of conditions likely to resolve territorial malfunctions in the suburban area of the city of Galati, by defining the relations (relations of interdependence in economic, infrastructure, provision of green spaces and leisure, assurance of food products, etc.) with its conventional defined suburban territory for a distance of 30-50 km (Daniela Luminita Constantin 2010). 
 The development capacity of villages is based both on their own resources, human and material, and on the links with the city of Galati, the main pole of attraction for them ( Iordan, I. 2003). Also the layout of the respective localities with access to roads and / or railways of local and national importance, is an important factor in their development capacity. The attraction exerted by a settlement, economic development pole, the city of Galati in our case, on the settlements in the area of mutual interest can result mainly in the following directions: 
a. Commuting and mobility of population from villages to the City of Galati; 
b. Development of economic activites in the villages to make products or to provide services that will be 
valued in the city ofl Galati; 
c. Mobility of Galati city population towards the villages analyzed. 
d. Sustainable development, in harmoniuous ballance with the natural environment,thus driving areas that 
exceed the territorial administrative limits   
 
Development of economic activities in villages analyzed  For villages in the county of Galati were calculated nine economic indicators to characterize their economic potential and development possibilities in connection with those similar of Galati city.  a. Activities providing commercial and financial/banking services    

Commercial and Financial/Banking Services 

  Companies specialized in  commercial activities/services;  FA. specialized in commercial activities/services;  Companies specialized in finance-banking  We note that these services are mostly developed in villages Liesti, Schela, Pechea, Sendreni and Tudor Vladimirescu.  b. Turnover Volume of the economic agents   
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Turnover  

  Turnover;  Stable population  The most developed villages according to this indicator are Vanatori, Tulucesti, Sendreni and Smardan, all located in the area contiguous to the Municipality of Galati.   c. Turnover Volume compared to the number of the working population 
 

Turnover/Stable population 

 According to this indicator, the villages having the greatest development potential are Vinatori, Sendreni, Tulucesti, Smardan, Foltesti and Tudor Vladimirescu.  d. Accessibility to the Municipality of Galati ( road and rail)  
Distance from Galati City and accessibility to main road/rail ways 

  Distance, min;  Distance, km  
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The most accessible villages are Sendreni, Smardan,Vinatori and Tulucesti.  e. Volume and structure of traffic infrastructure  
 

Traffic infrastructures 

 Total length of roads (km); Total length of paved roads (km); Total length of soil roads (km); Total length of modern roads (km)  The villages with the longest modern and paved roads are Frumusita,Tudor Vladimirescu, Independenta.  f. Equipping villages with public utility networks   
Utilities equipment 

 Water supply network (km); Sewerage network (km); Power network (km); Length of lightning road (km) Gas networks (km) 
 The most developed villages according to this indicator are Liesti, Pechea, Piscu, Fundeni, Firtanesti,Tudor Vladimirescu  7. Number of subscribers to telecommunication networks 
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Telecommunication subscribers 

  The villages with the most subscribers are Liesti, Pechea, Independenta, Smirdan and Tulucesti.  h. Farmland surfaces in administration of villages   
Land Fund I 

 Total farmland; Arable lands; Groves; Wineyards; Pastures; Meadows  The villages with the largest areas of farmland are Smirdan, Pechea, Frumusita, Firtanesti.   3. Results and discussions From the above presented one first conclusion can be drawn regarding the boundary of the 
zone associated to a possible metropolitan area. They have been identified three areas, each including villages that somewhat give a homogeneous response to issues under discussion 

 Thus, a first group of villages are those contiguous to the Municipality of Galati, namely : in the direction Galati-Tecuci : Sendreni village ; in the direction Galati -Valea Marului :  Smardan village and in the direction Galati -Tg. Bujor : Vanatori and Tulucesti villages.  
 The second group of villages can consist of those located up to maximum 30 km far from Galati  and contains, in addtion to those contiguous to U.A.T. Galati and previously presented, the following villages: in the direction Galati-Tecuci : Branistea, Independenta, Piscu villages ; in the direction Galati -Valea Marului : Schela, Slobozia Conachi , Cuza –Voda villages and in the direction Galati -Tg. Bujor : Frumusita , Scanteiesti villages .  
 The last group of villages is up to maximum 50 km far from Galati city , containing the following villages: in the direction Galati-Tecuci: villages Tudor Vladimirescu, Namoloasa, Fundeni, Liesti; in 
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the direction Galati -Valea Marului : villages Pechea, Costachi Negri, Grivita and in the direction Galati -Tg. Bujor: villages Rediu, Suhurlui, Cuca, Baleni, Foltesti, Mastacani, Fartanesti, Vladesti.  It can be seen that the attraction exerted by the pole of development, the city of Galati, over the villages weakens as the distance increases, probably due to the fact that at more than 50 km. there are other places that could become poles of attraction for most remote villages (see the situation in the villages bordering the city Tecuci or the town Tg. Bujor).   In contrast, over the neighboring villages is acting at the highest level the attraction of the city of Galati. The result is to increase the level of development of these communities through economic activities that value economic and demographic potential of those localities This can be achieved by implementing in these locations multiple economic activities, the production being valued both in the city of Galati and on other internal and external markets. For example, you can implement the co-financing through European projects, economic activities to exploit both local material resources and local traditional specific handicraft.  To date, however, considering the whole area studied, there were made very few such projects with European funding, villages having to be strongly aided to value the existing human and material potential.   
Ring 

  
4. Conclusions 
   Evaluation of the development potential of an area must be done carefully, taking into account the specific domains according to European standards. Within each area must identify and calculate specific indicators based on data obtained from the County Departments of Statistics (DJS), the National Institute of Statistics or authorized European institutions. In our case we obtained data from D.J.S. Galati, data processing being done by the authors. The result is that in the remote area of 30 km and 50 km from the city of Galati there is significant economic attraction to the county capital. At the same time we see that there are also opportunities for development towards the city of Braila (Urban Report Braila-Galati, draft project MDRT, Eurodite and Grontmij, Bucharest, Braila 2011) but also to the Republic of Moldova. It follows that these directions for development should be the subject of further research.       
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